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Kindergarten and Out of School Hours Care fees policy

Rationale
Diocese of Toowoomba Catholic Kindergartens and Care (TCKC) is committed to the delivery of a sustainable service with consistently high standards of quality education and care services provided to families at an affordable cost in the Kindergartens and Out of School Hours Care services operated across the Diocese.  
It is a requirement that fees are paid within a reasonable timeframe to ensure a quality service that is sustainable.

Guiding principles

Kindergartens are self-funded and stand-alone with regard to funding provision and cannot receive Government funding from schools.  

TCKC is registered with Centrelink as a Care Provider for the Out of School Hours and Vacation Care services.  

Sustainability of funding to each service is required to enable the provision of quality services.

Policy statement

The nominated person on the child’s enrolment form will be responsible for payment of Kindergarten, Out of School Hours Care and Vacation Care fees within the agreed timeframe to ensure financial equity and sustainability.

Consequences
· Fee schedules will be displayed in each centre and published on the Diocese of Toowoomba Catholic Kindergartens and Care website.  
· Families will be notified in advance of any changes to fee structure and payment processes.
· Payment is required for all booked days and associated levies throughout the year with no refund for those days the child is not in attendance.
· Non-payment of accounts will be responded to by implementing appropriate actions required to recover outstanding monies.

Legislative references
· Regulation 168(2)(n) of the Education and Care National Regulations 2011 

· National Quality Framework Element 7.1.2
· Queensland Kindergarten Funding Scheme: Funding Requirements 2019
· Department of Education Child Care Provider Handbook

Authority
The Kindergarten and Out of School Hours Care fees policy is the responsibility of the Executive Director: Catholic Schools.  Any changes to this policy can only be made with approval from the Executive Director: Catholic Schools.
Effective date
1 January 2020
Review date 31 December 2022


